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January 4, 2010 
 
Dear Lions Members, 
 

The holiday season is ending and many of you have participated in Lions pro-
jects providing humanitarian service to your community.  With each service given 
we were rewarded with the knowledge that we made a difference in our commu-
nity. 

I would like bring you up to date you on the state of Lions in South Central Kan-
sas by letting you know our progress on the goals we set and what we have 
achieved since July 1, 2009. 

Our goals for 2009 – 2010 were: 
· We would increase membership in the district from 1,396 members to 1,500 

members within one year to provide more opportunities for humanitarian ser-
vice. 

· That we would create 6 new clubs or branches in the district to service com-
munities with humanitarian service. 

· That would work with all clubs to provide training in membership develop-
ment, new humanitarian service projects, leadership development and aware-
ness of Lions service to our communities. 

So where are we today? 
· We have started two new clubs in the communities of Derby and Haysville 

with at total of 42 members at present with a commitment from their mem-
bership teams that they will be to 60 by June 30. 

· We have sent letters and e-mails out to potential members to start the Kansas 
Lions Band Alumni Lions Club.   

· We have scheduled membership growth meetings in three areas of the dis-
trict in January to help clubs promote membership in clubs.  (See attached 
article) 

· We have scheduled our next workshop for extension in March to start two 
more clubs. 

· We have promoted club service projects in community newspapers and even 
in the Lion Magazine (McPherson Book Project, Oct. 2009) 

· We are the only District in the State with a positive growth in member-
ship as of December 31, 2009. 

What Does Our Lions Leadership Team Need from You? 
· Each Club needs to set goals and objectives to increase membership by at 

least two members from the July 1, 2009 membership report.  The District 
Governor has sent each club President and Secretary a request that their club 
participate in a goal setting meeting during the month of January or February 
to develop goals and assign Lions as leaders to help steer the completion of 
these goals.  Goals should include increasing membership by plus 1 member 
or more, a new or revised club service humanitarian service project and the 
development of leadership in the club to promote new Lions leaders. 



· Interested Lions to help with club extension in the District.  It is a proven fact that the development of new 
Lions clubs provides more community humanitarian service and community building that anything else Li-
ons do.  By starting new clubs in communities, we expose more people to Lions Service and bringing more 
hands to serve in their community. 

· Attend the District Membership Training Sessions scheduled for March 8, 2010 around the district to learn 
how to start a successful membership drive and get more people involved in your community service pro-
jects 

· Attend the District Convention at the Airport Hilton on February 27 and 28 to get leadership training, new 
service ideas and elect new officers for 2010 – 2011. 

Only with your support and help will our Lions service grow.  Every member we bring in provides our organi-
zation two more hands for service.  Every member we lose takes away two hands for service that we need. 

I encourage your to be apart of our Lions Organization and step forward to Move to Grow our Lions Organiza-
tion.  If I can provide any assistance or information, please get in touch with me.  My numbers and e-mail are on 
the previous page. 
 
Sincerely Yours in Service, 
 
 
 
Dan Funke 
District Governor 17-N 

 As new clubs are developed it is an honor and tradition for established Lions 
Clubs in the District to help new clubs get started by giving a monetary or Lions  
Club supplies donation.  We have two new Lions Clubs that will charter in January. 
 A member of your club may present your club’s donation at the club’s Charter 
Night or you may mail the donation to their clubs’ secretaries.  

 

Derby Noon Lions Charter Night is January 22, 2010 
Friday—5:30 PM Social & hors‘doeuvres—6:30 PM—Charter Night Program 
2912 Rough Creek Road, Derby, Kansas—1 mile east of 63rd St. S. and K-15 

Cost $15.00 per person—RSVP  Sonya Baer @ 219-7784 or e-mail sonya.baer@meritrustcu.org 
Reservations due January 15, 2010 

If desired send donations to the Derby Noon Lions  
Club Secretary Sonya Baer, 1615 N. Rock Rd., Derby, KS  67037 

 
 

Haysville Noon Lions Charter Night is January 30, 2010 
Saturday, 6:00 PM Meal and Charter Presentation 

Rex Elementary School, 1100 West Grand, Haysville, Kansas 
(Barbe Que including ribs) 

Cost $10.00 — RSVP—Call Amy Claphan @ 522-9027 or e-mail: Amy.Claphan@fbfs.com 
Reservations due January 22, 2010 

If desired send donations to Haysville Noon Lions 
Club Secretary Sandi Davis, 526 S. Robin Rd., Wichita, KS 67209 
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 Learn How to Get New Members—Do Induction and Orien tation  
Your are invited to one of three great workshops that will last only two hours and be of great benefit to both 

your club and you.  I encourage each club to appoint a Membership Committee of three members or at least one 
member as Membership Chair and attend one of these workshops.    

This is a hands-on workshop for all who attend to exchange ideas and tell others of success in their commu-
nity.  There will be "tons" of material from Lions International which I already have on hand to distribute and ex-
plain it's best use.  I refer to the material from International as "tons" but if it is not used by clubs it has no value! 

 The workshop will be primarily on how to get NEW MEMBERS, however, there will be some information on 
proper INDUCTION and ORENTATION—Keys to retaining members!  
 

   January 9, 2010 (Saturday) 9 AM  
    Jeri's Kitchen (back room in the back of the Restaurant), 240 North Main Street, Kingman 

    Host: Kingman Lions Club, Donald Hawkins - President 
  

January 9, 2010 (Saturday) 2 PM  
    Senior Center, 108 East Randall, Hesston 

    Host: Hesston Lions Club, Kenneth Schwanke - President 
     

January 10, 2010 (Sunday) 2 PM  
    Lions State Office Building, 231 South Tyler - Conference Room, Wichita, Kansas 

    Host: Pleasant Valley Lions Club - George Gutowski - President 
  
Tom and Janice McClernon 
Membership Co-Chairs 
District 17N 
  

Sign Me Up For The Movies 
 
 
Lion (s)  ____________________________  Club _________________________ 
Act 1: Saturday Social ______ x $10.00 =   __________  

Saturday, February 27, 2010 — 6:30 PM 
Goddard Community Center  -  122 N. Main, Goddard 

 

Act 2: Sunday Convention    ______ x $20.00 =   __________  
Sunday, February 28, 2010 — 1:00 PM 

Meal Served at 4:30 PM 
Wichita Airport Hilton 

2098 Airport Road, Wichita, KS 67209-1941 

 

  Total  =   __________ 
 

E-mail information to Earlene Linabary at earlene1@cox.net or call 316-7210-0066 
 

Send Payment and Reservations to: 
 Earlene Linabary, 3865 North Watercrest Court, Maize, KS  67101 

 

If a Lion makes a reservation and does not call to cancel 48 hours in advance the individ-
ual Lion and or his club is responsible for all no shows. 
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District Peace Poster Winner Announced 
Madysn M. Mitchell, age 12, Maize MSS Grade 7.  Her idea 

for "The Power Of Peace," was "Why Can't Peace Just Rain 
Down On All?" She was sponsored by The Wichita Airport 
Club.  

Other participants are. 
· Wichita Breakfast Club, Student Mateo Monteyo (M) 

8th grade. Stucky Middle School 
· Wichita Breakfast Club, Student Zlexus Yates (F) 8th 

grade Stucky Middle School 
· Northwest Lions Club, Student Grace Abau-Faissal (F) 

7th grade Wilbur Middle School  
· Newton Mid-day Lions Student Evelyn Chavez (F) 

Santa Fe Middle School 
· Newton Mid-day Lions Student Grant Gaibbert (M) 8th 

grade Chisholm Middle school 
· Wichita East/Southeast Lions Student Zachary Grant 

(M) 8th grade Robinson Middle School. 
· Wichita Downtown Lions Club Student Idonaly 

Arellano (F) 5th grade Linwood Elementary 
Congratulations to all the students who entered.  They 

should be very proud of their work.  A special thanks to all the 
clubs that participated in this years contest.  We hope to see 
more clubs participate next year! Lions Larry and Janet Jamieson 

ID Neil R. Spencer to be Keynote Speaker at Convention 
Neil R. Spencer, from Cocoa Beach, Florida, USA, was elected to serve a two-year 

term as a director of The International Association of Lions Clubs at the association’s 
91st International Convention, held in Bangkok, Thailand, June 23-27, 2008.  

Director Spencer is a former business owner and an employee of the Boeing Com-
pany.  

A member of the Cypress Gardens Lions Club and a Lion since 1987, Director 
Spencer has held many offices within the association, including club president, zone 
chairperson, district governor and council chairperson. In addition, he has served as a 
leadership and extension chairperson. He has also served as chairperson of the Long 
Range Planning and Constitution and By-laws committees and as webmaster and Infor-
mation Technology chairperson for Multiple District 35, as well as a board member of 
the Florida Lions Foundation for the Blind and president of the Florida Lions Conklin 
Centers.  

In recognition of his service to the association, Director Spencer has received numerous awards, including 
Club Lion of the Year, eight 100% Club Secretary Awards, the 100% club President Award, the 100% District 
Governor Award, two District Governor’s Extension Awards, a membership key, three Golden Chain Awards, 
five International President’s Certificates of Appreciation, the Leadership Medal and the International Presi-
dent’s Medal. He also has 19 years perfect attendance and is a Melvin Jones Fellow.  

In addition to his Lions activities, Director Spencer is active in numerous professional and community or-
ganizations. He is a board member and past president of both the Cocoa Beach High School Alumni Associa-
tion Educational Foundation and the Space Coast Little League. He was also recognized by the City of Cocoa 
Beach with the key to the city and the proclamation of May 19, 2006 as Neil R. Spencer Day.  

Director Spencer and his wife, Past District Governor Donna, also a Lion and Melvin Jones Fellow, have 
one daughter, also a Lion, and one son.  

R 



Club Notes and Events 
· Medicine Lodge Lions Club Big Breakfast — Saturday, January 16 — 6:00 AM to 1:00 PM — Lions 

Scout House, corner of Hi-Way 281 abd Jefferson Street. Huge Breakfast for Free Will Donation.  Contact 
Becky Hart at 620-886-5843 for more information. 

· Haysville Lions Club Annual Pancake Day — Saturday January 23rd - 7:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Hays-
ville United Methodist Church in Haysville. Contact Lion Paul Barker 524-6869 for tickets for more infor-
mation  

· Hesston Lions Club Annual Pancake Day — Saturday, January 23rd— 6:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  Hesston  
Middle School, 100 N. Ridge Road.  Donation at the door.  Contact Dean Day at 620-327-4271 for more 
information.  

· Kingman Lions Club Annual Pancake Feed — Saturday, January 23rd — All Day. VFW Hall 126 N. 
Main, Kingman. Contact Scott Sparks at 620-532-3581 for more information. 

· Viola Lions Club Sausage Supper—Saturday, February 6th—3:00 to 7:00 PM at the Viola Community 
Center, Contact Walter Porter at 620-584-2494 for tickets or if you can help. 

· Wichita Airport Lions Chili Feed —Saturday, February 6th 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM at the Central Commu-
nity Church, 5100 W. Maple.  Contact PDG Laura Olson-Oxley @ 943-3455 for tickets or more informa-
tion. 

· Colwich Lions Club — Sunday, February 14—9:00 AM to 2:00 PM—Hosting the Kansas Sight Founda-
tion Screening Unit in the parking lot of the Religious Education Building just north of 53rd Street North 
on 6th Street in Colwich. The Health Fair coincides with the community’s annual German Dinner put on 
by the Altar Society of Sacred Heart Catholic Church. Volunteer nurses are needed and other Lions are 
needed to staff the Screening Unit. Call Brent McGee at 260-4212. 

· Hutchinson Breakfast Club Spaghetti Feed —Thursday, February 18 — 4:30 to 7:30 PM at Trinity 
United Methodist Church, 17th and Main, Hutchinson.  Contact Dorothy Coon 620-665-7452 for more in-
formation or tickets. 

· Goddard Lions Club Pancake Feed — Saturday, February 20—7:00 AM to 2:00 PM at the Goddard 
Community Center, 222 N. Main, Goddard. Contact Becky Funke at 316-794-2570 for more information. 

 

Secretaries—Please verify E-mail and Mailing Addresses of Members 
Has your Secretary made sure that all your e-mails and address are up to date with the Lions Inter-
national Database.?  The only person that can get access to this information is the District Gover-
nor. We save money ff we can send the District Newsletter and other notices by e-mail and if your 
address is wrong it also cost us in mailing fees.  PLASE HAVE YOUR SECRETARY PRINT 
OFF THE CLUBS MEMBERSHIP RECORDS AND VERIFY ALL INF ORMATION.  You 
save yourself and Lions International a great deal of money when you do. 

Maize Lions Caring Hearts Program and Success 
The Maize Lions Club adopted the Caring Hearts program four years 

ago and this year was a great success.  Families in need are identified by 
the Maize School social workers and a Caring Hearts tree is with a red 
heart contains the information for the needy child.  Only the age, gender, 
and a wish list of four items is listed on the heart.  First is an item of cloth-
ing.  Next is an educational item.  Then items 3 & 4 are some toy the child 
is looking to receive.  This year 60 families were identified and each re-
ceived a turkey, ten pounds of potatoes, three or more big boxes of food, 
and the child or children’s gifts.  This year we tried something different 
and had each family pick up their items and it worked like a charm.   

Words cannot express the gratitude each family showed in this very trying time of the year.  We had one 
child tell his parents, after all the food and gifts were loaded into their car, “Oh boy, we have some food to eat 
tonight.”  Another gift we all got was lots of hugs and people saying they just wouldn’t have a Christmas if it 
weren’t for the Maize Lions and the Caring Hearts program. 

 

Many clubs in the district 
did special community 

Projects for the needy this 
Holiday Season.  Here is a 

an example of just one 
great success. 


